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Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village/Town of 

Mount Kisco held on Tuesday, January 19, 2016 at 8:15 pm in the Frank J. DiMicco 

Board Room, Village Hall, and 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York. 

Present:   Mayor J. Michael Cindrich 

Trustee Peter Grunthal 

Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus 

Trustee Karen Schleimer 

 

  Also Present:   Edward W. Brancati, Village Manager 

      Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

 

Absent:   Trustee Jean Farber 

 

 Prior to the start of the Village Board Meeting the Mayor and Board of Trustees held 

two informal interviews. One with John Ohannes regarding a vacancy on the Byram Lake 

Committee and the Conservation Advisory Council.  The other informal interview was held 

with Bonnie McLeod regarding a vacancy on the Planning Board. 

 

Regular Village Board Meeting 

Mayor Cindrich opened the Village Board Meeting and led everyone in the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  Mayor Cindrich asked everyone to please remain standing for a moment of 

silence, so that we may reflect on why we are here and ask for guidance in the decisions 

that we make here this evening so that they may benefit all of the people of our 

community.  He asked that we keep in our thoughts and prayers the Marines that have 

perished off of the coast of Hawaii in the recent helicopter crashes.  I know their families are 

devastated by this accident.  Also I hope for that all of the people that celebrated Dr. Martin 

Luther King Jr. Day yesterday, it was a very meaning and fulfilling day for you. 

 

1) Communications:  

a. Project Lifesaver. 

Mayor Cindrich stated that Project Lifesaver was an initiative that was started several 

years ago.  Project Lifesaver is a search and rescue system using personalized radio 

transmitters and electronic tracking equipment.  The transmitters are worn by individuals 

with cognitive disabilities who tend to wonder and become confused.  Only trained and 

certified personnel can use the equipment.  The target population of the program has been 

people with dementia, Alzheimer’s and autistic children.   

Mayor Cindrich introduced Sergeant Emery from the Westchester County Department 

of Public Safety and Kate O’Keefe who has been very active in this program and a real 

advocate of the program.  They both made a brief presentation about the program and its 

benefits and availability for adults and children. 

 

b. Letter from Fire Chief Mario Muccioli re: Annual Inspection and Parade request. 

The following motion was offered by Mayor Cindrich and seconded by Trustee 

Schleimer authorizing the Mount Kisco Fire Department to hold their annual inspection and 

parade on Friday, July 8, 2016 at 7:00 pm, all in favor. 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor J. Michael Cindrich  Aye 

    Trustee Grunthal   Aye 

Deputy Mayor Markus  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer   Aye 

 

c. Letter from Joseph DiMauro re: resignation from the Library Board of Trustees. 

Mayor Cindrich read the letter from Mr. DiMauro dated December 18, 2015.  He 

requested that a letter be sent to Mr. DiMauro thanking him for his service to the 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco. 

 

2) Petitions: None. 

 

3) Board, Committee and Commission Reports: None. 

 

4) Village Manager’s Reports: 

a. December 2015 Monthly Water Report. 

Village Manager Brancati announced that the water production out of the Filtration 

Plant and the Leonard Park Wells for the month of December was 52,534,802 gallons for an 

average production of 1,694,671 gpd which is up slightly from the month of November.  The 

bulk of the water was coming out of Byram Lake.  On December 31st the capacity of the lake 

was slightly below 85%.  The lake at this time is not overflowing.  United Water is in the 

process of finalizing quotes for the cleaning of the lagoons at the filtration plant.   

Trustee Grunthal noted that the amount of water coming out of the Leonard Park 

Wells has been increasing over the years.  He asked if there was any way that we can figure 
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out what the capacity is of those wells along with the quality of the water that is coming out 

of the wells.  Because if we are near capacity then we need to know about it.   

Village Manager Brancati stated that we can most certainly take some samples and 

that he would report back to the Village Board on those findings.  

 

5) Board Reports: 

Trustee Schleimer reported that she recently received an email which stated that 

there were issues with her health insurance plan and that ask for detailed information.  This 

is once again one of those scams.  I would advise anyone getting these types of emails to 

delete the email and to call your insurer if you have any questions.  Do not respond on line 

to these questions.   

Trustee Schleimer stated that the Senior Program and Services of Westchester 

County will be holding their Annual Meeting on Friday, January 29, 2016 at 9:00 am at the 

Westchester County Center.  It is a comprehensive summary of the Plan and their 

accomplishments on behalf of seniors.   

 

Trustee Grunthal reported that the Natural Resources Inventory (NRI) Subcommittee 

of the Conservation Advisory Council met last week to discuss our inventory.  A number of 

those subcommittee members met again at Leonard Park to take a walk through several 

parts of Mount Kisco.  Village Historian Harry McCartney was able to show off a lot of our 

natural resources and some of the trails that were recently.   

Trustee Grunthal stated that when he arrived for the NRI walk at Leonard Park on 

Monday morning a dog had just walked out onto the ice and accidently fell into the frozen 

pond.  The owner of the dog went in after the dog to save it in this extremely cold weather.  

911 was immediately called and First Responders arrived at the scene in a few minutes.  

The response from the Ambulance Corps, Police and Fire Departments was absolutely 

tremendous.  The dog and individual were both saved.  On a side note, I spoke with one of 

the Westchester County Police Officers (formerly a Mount Kisco Police Officer) and he said 

that working with the County has enabled them to have a tremendously quick response 

time and that the resources that they have are just outstanding.  He felt that it was an 

extremely good move to contract with Westchester County for police services.   

 

Deputy Mayor Markus reported that he has been talking about the issue of 

addressing places that sell marijuana or drug paraphernalia shops.  He stated that he had 

located some of the statutory information from the Wheatfield County, NY website.  Perhaps 

the Village Attorney can look at it and find out whether or not it can be used as a statute 

here in the Village.  I would like the Village Attorney to review it and present some type of 

legislation to the Village Board that he thinks could stand some scrutiny.   

Deputy Mayor Markus noted that notwithstanding New York State’s passage of the 

Medical Marijuana Law, it still remains against Federal Law and we don’t really know 

whether the Federal Government will enforce the law or not.  At this point in time 

apparently the Federal Government is not enforcing it like they have in the past, but the 

point of the matter is our State Law doesn’t pre-empt Federal Law nor does it legitimize 

things which are prohibited by Federal Law.   

Deputy Mayor Markus said that he is bringing up this matter now because he would 

like the Village to be proactive on this issue.  I realize this will take a fair amount of 

research, but I’m hoping maybe by our next meeting we can have something more concrete 

to offer.   

Village Attorney Singleton replied that his observation in researching that the Medical 

Marijuana law passed by the State of New York the law is extremely restrictive.  This is not 

going to be something where Marijuana is just going to be available to anyone who walks in 

and says that they are sick.  It is limited to a very strict criteria of who’s allowed to even 

enter the store, how they are allowed to pay for it, and even Licensed Pharmacists’ have a 

strict criteria of training.  It is extremely well regulated and these stores are not going to 

pop up all over the place.   

Deputy Mayor Markus brought up the subject of the Planning Board and Zoning 

Board of Appeals meeting minutes not being current and posted on the Village’s website. 

Village Manager Brancati stated that the issue has been discussed with the Building 

Department and that it is being worked on. 

 

Mayor Cindrich stated after our last Village Board Meeting on the discussion of 

Medical Marijuana and the drug paraphernalia shops it created a flurry of activity.  

Relentless phone calls were made to Village Hall, to my cell phone number, and even to my 

home.  I just want to clarify one thing we are not trying to discriminate against anyone that 

maybe inflicted with a serious injury that may benefit from medical marijuana.  But I will 

say after getting these repeated telephone calls I did read the legislative bills that were in 

the Assembly and the Senate along with several newspaper articles on the subject.  The law 

is discriminatory to some extent because the average person who might be middle income 

or lower income is really going to have a reach to be able to afford this because it’s not 

covered by insurance.  I don’t understand why the Federal Government doesn’t step up to 

the plate and say it’s legal and that they are willing to oversee it.  Apparently, there is a 
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provision in the law that states that you are not allowed to have a dispensary within a 1,000 

feet of a place of worship or school.  So it appears as though it can’t be distributed on Main 

Street because of the proximity of places of worship or schools.  We have to see if our 

zoning laws are appropriate for what is being discussed here.  I don’t want to enact 

something that can’t be enforced.  This does need more study and I’d like to see how many 

cases have been prosecuted under the Westchester County Law that was adopted in the 

80’s.   

Mayor Cindrich reported that the Mount Kisco Chamber of Commerce made a request 

to leave the Christmas lights up in certain areas of the Village until the end of January.  The 

Christmas tree lights are off and the decorations on South Moger Avenue will stay up 

though the end of the month.  I suggested to the Village Manager that they start to take the 

decorations and wreaths down on Main Street.  I also asked the Village Manager to give us 

a detailed report on what the decorations cost the Village this year because there is some 

reimbursement coming from the Chamber of Commerce.  However, I would like to have a 

detailed analysis of what this whole project costs including the time that our Highway 

Workers devoted to the decorating project when they could have been working on 

something else. 

There is a lot of misinformation regarding the closing of Cosi.  The closing of Cosi 

wasn’t part of the landlord’s aggressiveness with increasing rents or lease payments.  It’s all 

about Cosi’s business plan.  The entire Cosi Corporation has been losing money for a 

number of years.  They recently closed a location in Manhattan along with nine other 

locations, Mount Kisco being one of them.  They are trying to restructure and my statement 

is, as with all business restructuring, it has to be an ongoing project.   

With regards to economic development, I have to commend the members of the 

Planning Board that included me on an email chain, because it involved Village owned 

property.  The Planning Board worked diligently to see if this project would pass muster.  

They fully understood that they can’t compromise the integrity of the public’s health, safety, 

and welfare, but they have come up with an idea that is presentable to the applicant.  It’s a 

little complex, but I want to commend them all for participating in this effort. 

Mayor Cindrich asked the Village Attorney with regards to this paper road, how did 

the paper road become fenced in, who improved the road, and finally, was it done with 

anybody’s authorization.   

Village Attorney Singleton replied that Lindy Street exists by virtue of the street 

being shown on a Fire District Map from 1927.  Which predated the Planning Board, so it 

was not approved by the Planning Board.  There are a number of lots there that front on 

three different streets.  With regards to the fence I don’t know how that came about and I 

have not yet examined that property folder to determine whether they have site plan 

approval.  They have been there for a long time and certain uses on the site are authorized.  

Like you and the Planning Board Members I have been to the site and I suspect that certain 

uses on that site are not authorized.   

There is another proposed project that is going to be presented to the Planning 

Board on Tuesday, January 26, 2016.  I spoke about this proposed project at our last Village 

Board Meeting.  It is the redevelopment of a parcel that is going to involve the Village Board 

granting permission to traverse Village owned property, which I consider to be for the 

betterment of the community and for traffic flow.  I think this proposed project is going to 

benefit the downtown area.  It is going to be the gateway to the downtown from the 

southern part of our community.  I’m very impressed with what is being proposed.  I think 

it’s a good use that will bring people into town that will spend money in town.  It will also be 

an opportunity to gain two or three parking spaces on South Moger Avenue and also bring 

additional traffic into the Shopper Park Parking Lot that may assist the businesses on the 

parking lot side of Shoppers Park.   

Mayor Cindrich expressed his displeasure regarding the Verizon wire mess on Sand 

Street.  I cannot believe that people have to live this way with this taped off areas where 

they have to walk in the street.  I would like to see if we can get Con Edison or even the 

Village’s tree people out there to cut the pole down and fasten the old pole to the new pole 

at the top.  Mayor Cindrich requested that all three utilities companies be contacted and to 

ask them get out on Prospect Street to repair the hanging wires and to stop passing the 

buck.  It’s terrible for a home owner to look out their window and see this two inch cable 

hanging extremely low and out of character with the rest of the neighborhood.   

Mayor Cindrich referred to the abandoned house at 105 Manchester Drive.  I know 

our Village Attorney has been in constant contact with the bank that is handling this 

property. However, I would like weekly inspections of this property and if one thing is out of 

order that we take the initiative to correct it and also give a violation notice.  Again people 

shouldn’t have to live this way with an abandoned piece of property not being maintained.   

Mayor Cindrich stated that two weeks ago, at the request of several people, he took 

a tour around town after a rain event and I was surprised how high the Kisco River was 

along with Branch Brook and a number of other streams in the Village.  He also inspected 

the entrance of Woodcrest Lane that has a flooding situation at the entrance of the 

property.  Since Super Storm Sandy we have been very fortunate that we haven’t had any 

major flooding situations in the downtown, but we can’t become complacent.  During the 

Police negotiations he said that he spoke to the County Executive and members of the 
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County Board of Legislatures about the problems Mount Kisco has experienced in the past 

with flooding, particularly in the areas of Lexington Avenue, South Moger and Branch Brook.  

He received an email today stating that money and expertise is available for Stormwater 

Management.  He said that he was bringing this up tonight because he wanted to make sure 

that we follow-up on this offer of help.  I think that this is of relative importance because we 

have been very fortunate that we haven’t experienced any major flooding since Super 

Storm Sandy.  Mayor Cindrich asked the Village Manager to contact Westchester 

Management Department to let them know that we are very much interested in 

participating in this program. 

 

6) Old Business:  

a. Community Choice Aggregation Resolution 

The following motion was offered by Trustee Grunthal and seconded by Deputy 

Mayor Markus approving the Memorandum of Understanding and the Electric Service 

Agreement provided that they receive one more review by our Village Attorney to ensure 

that the Village of Mount Kisco and its residents are not exposed to any significant risks,  

On the question: 

Trustee Schleimer stated that this was not on the agenda for this evening.  I 

received copies of the document on Friday.  I did not know that we were going to vote on 

this.  I have had concerns about the implementation portion of the program.  There is no 

question that savings to our residents is paramount.  I am concerned about how this 

program is going to work.  I just feel that I have not had an adequate time to review these 

documents.  As an attorney with my background I have been reviewing the 55 page 

document and making comments, I can’t abdicate that responsibility.  So notwithstanding 

the fact that my heart is in the right place, I don’t feel that I can support this motion at this 

time.   

Motion Adopted 

Mayor J. Michael Cindrich  Aye 

    Trustee Grunthal   Aye 

Deputy Mayor Markus  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer   Nay 

 

 

7) New Business:   

a. Resolution authorizing the Mayor to sign the Agreement for installation of the 

Stormwater retrofit project MK-NC-21. 

 The following motion was offered by Trustee Grunthal and seconded by Trustee 

Schleimer authorizing the Mayor to sign the agreement for the installation of the Stormwater 

retrofit project MK-NC-21; all in favor.  

Motion Adopted 

Mayor J. Michael Cindrich  Aye 

    Trustee Grunthal   Aye 

Deputy Mayor Markus  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer   Aye 

 

c. Budget Modifications (2). 

 The following motion was offered by Trustee Grunthal and seconded by Deputy 

Mayor Markus to transfer Capital Project fund; all in favor. 

Resolved, the fiscal year 2015/2016 adopted budget are hereby adopted and modified 

as follows: 

Budget – Capital Fund 

Increase/Decrease Capital Fund Revenues: 

  004.0000.5031.0033  Inter-fund Revenue Roof Repairs      ($ 450.00) 

  004.0000.5031.0148  Inter-fund Revenue Boiler Conversion  $  450.00 

  Total               $     0.00 

 Increase/Decrease Capital Fund Appropriations: 

004.1620.2033 Expenses – Roof Repair        ($ 450.00  

004.1620.2148 Expenses – Village Hall Boiler Conversion      $ 450.00  

Total               $    0.00  

Motion Adopted 

Mayor J. Michael Cindrich  Aye 

    Trustee Farber   Aye 

    Trustee Grunthal   Aye 

Deputy Mayor Markus  Aye 

 

The following motion was offered by Trustee Grunthal and seconded by Deputy 

Mayor Markus in connection with the adoption of the fiscal year 2015/2016 budget, the 

following Budget Transfer resolution dated January 15, 2016 was adopted to modify the use 

of operating fund moneys.  Per our Finance Policy expenditures in excess of $ 5,000 and 

transfers from Contingency require Board of Trustee approval.  As with all budget transfers 

there is no overall impact to the net budget 
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 Motion Adopted 

Mayor J. Michael Cindrich  Aye 

    Trustee Farber   Aye 

    Trustee Grunthal   Aye 

Deputy Mayor Markus  Aye 

 

d. Resolution Declaring Certain Village Property to be Surplus Property. 

The following motion was offered by Mayor Cindrich and seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Markus; 

Whereas, it has been determined that the Village has no further use of certain items(s): and 

Whereas, the Village Board may determine that these items are surplus property; and 

Whereas, the fair market value, if any, is determined for the surplus property and its 

disposal will be for the common benefit; and 

Whereas, at time of sale of surplus item(s), money, if any, will be allocated back to the 

appropriate department; and 

Whereas, the Village Manager or his designee will oversee the sale of these items(s) or 

other method of disposal. 

Now, Therefore, Be It resolved that the Village Board of the Village/Town of Mount Kisco, 

New York surpluses the following items(s): 

 1995 Komatsu-Dresse  Front-end Loader vin# 3390301P008520 

 1992 John Deere  Backhoe  vin# T0310DB787441 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor J. Michael Cindrich  Aye 

    Trustee Grunthal   Aye 

Deputy Mayor Markus  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer   Aye 

 

8) Bills – 

The following motion was offered by Deputy Mayor Markus and seconded by Trustee 

Schleimer to pay the bills as presented to the Board dated 1/12/2016, all in favor. 

General Fund       $234,871.97 

Water Fund           18,148.31 

  Sewer Fund             5,145.46 

  Library Fund           15,480.37 

Capital Fund           59,713.68 

 Trust Fund             4,404.75 

 Total      $   337,764.54 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor J. Michael Cindrich  Aye 

    Trustee Grunthal   Aye 

Deputy Mayor Markus  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer   Aye 

 

9)      Approval of Minutes –  

 Regular Village Board Meeting Minutes of January 4, 2016 

 The following motion was offered by Trustee Grunthal and seconded by Deputy 

Mayor Markus approving the minutes of the Regular Village Board Meeting Minutes of 

January 4, 2016, all in favor: 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor J. Michael Cindrich  Aye 

    Trustee Grunthal   Aye 

Deputy Mayor Markus  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer   Abstain  

 

*(absent from meeting) 

 

 

10) Non-Local Business:  None. 

 

11) Public Comment:  None. 

 

Meeting closed at 9:50 pm. 

 

 

 

_______________________________ 

      Edward W. Brancati 

      Village Manager 


